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Western
cashes in
on class
change fee

Part two of a three-part series on Western's enrollment

Logged in
HOMECOMING
SPECIAL SECTION

By EMILY ULBER

INSIDE

news@chherald.com

There’s been a slight drop in students making schedule changes after administrators tacked on a bigger price tag to the add/drop fee.
In April, the Board of Regents
voted to increase the fee for adding
or dropping a class after the first six
days of each semester from $20 to
$50 starting this fall.
So far, there’s been about a 10.3
percent decrease in students adding
and dropping
classes.
BY THE
This fall,
2,471
stu- NUMBERS
dents added
or
dropped
a class after
the deadline,
as
opposed Students
to 2,756 last who added
fall, Bursar
Belinda Hig- or dropped
g i n b o t h a m a class after
said.
the deadline
This fall’s this fall
number isn’t
final,
because some
students still
make schedule changes
in November Students
and Decem- who added
ber, Higgin- or dropped
botham said. a class after
Students
can add or the deadline
drop classes last fall
for free the
first six days
of the semester, she said.
Higginbotham said Percent
she couldn’t decrease in
predict wheth- the students
er the higher
who added
fee prevented
students from or dropped a
dropping after class this fall
the deadline. compared to
But
she
said students last fall
who need to
get out of a certain class will probably drop it, regardless of the cost.
The $50 fee has more than
doubled the amount of money
Western gets from the add/drop
fee.
The combined revenue from students adding and dropping classes
in September and October 2008
was $71,208, said Ann Mead, vice
president for Finance and Administration.
For the same period this year, the
revenue was $154,400, she said.
Most of that money came from
students dropping classes, Mead
said.
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With a family at home and her own law practice, Bowling Green resident Jennifer Brinkley decided
to get her master’s degree in criminology online. “It is the best way to get this degree,” Brinkley
said. After graduating from Western as a broadcasting major, Brinkley went to the University of
Kentucky for law school and has operated her own law office for the last 2 and 1/2 years.

Online classes boost Western's enrollment
Western's distance learning
enrollment (2004-2009)

By EMILY ULBER
news@chherald.com
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After Jennifer Brinkley completed law school at the University
of Kentucky, she felt like something
was missing.
Brinkley, who graduated from
Western in 2001 with a degree in
broadcast journalism, now works
full time in Bowling Green as an
attorney with her own practice,
and she’ll start a new job later this
month as a prosecutor for the Warren County Attorney’s Office.
She decided to pursue a master’s
degree in criminology, a new graduate program that is offered completely online at Western.

SEE FEE, PAGE 3A

SEE ONLINE, PAGE 5A

TRIATHLETES
COMPETE AS TEAM

For instant news
and updates,
follow the Herald
on Twitter
@wkuherald

Become a fan of the College
Heights Herald on Facebook.
Source: Cindy Troutman,
distance learning coordinator

University, city close
gap with development
By LAUREL WILSON
news@chherald.com

The gap between campus
and downtown will get smaller
as both Western and Bowling
Green complete building projects planned on the downtown
side of the Hill.
A new building for the Gordon Ford College of Business,
non-traditional student housing,
a parking garage with stores
around it and a five-story hotel
are all planned for “block 12,”
which is the area enclosed by
and surrounding Kentucky and
Center Streets and 13th Avenue.

The future business college
was the first project planned in
this area, said Bryan Russell, director of Planning, Design and
Construction.
The location was recommended by EOP Architects, a building
design company, after their firm
completed a site selection study
in December 2008, Russell said.
The design for the business
college is done, he said. State
legislators still have to approve
the $49 million project, and that
wouldn’t happen until at least
April.
SEE GAP, PAGE 3A
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Proposed plans to bridge Western and downtown Bowling Green
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CRIME REPORTS
Reports
■ Communications Disorders Instructor Janice Smith
reported on Nov. 4 that
a university camera was
missing from her desk in
Tate Page Hall Room 118. The
value of the theft was $200.
■ Mariah Hutcherson,
Pearce-Ford Tower,
reported on Nov. 2 that
her cell phone was thrown
against a wall. The value of
the damage was $200.
■ Jasmine Norton, PFT,
reported on Nov. 1 that
she found the door to her
vehicle unlocked. It was
parked in the University
Boulevard Lot. Pry marks
were on both of her vehicle
doors, and a pair of shoes
was stolen. The value of
the theft was $50.

NEWS BRIEF
Western gets more
swine ﬂu vaccines
Health Services received
700 more doses of swine flu
vaccine Wednesday, said
Terri Cunningham, marketing coordinator for Health
Services.
Health Services officials
gave out their first batch of
H1N1 vaccines Monday
and ran out of most of the
vaccines that day.
Out of the new vaccines,
600 are in nasal spray form,
and 100 are injectable, she
said.
The nasal spray vaccine
is meant for healthy, nonpregnant individuals who
don’t have any chronic
health problems and are between 2 and 49 years old,
according to the Health
Services Web site.
The injectable vaccine is
limited to pregnant women
and people age 4 and older
with chronic medical conditions, according to the
Web site.
—Emily Ulber
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friday
Red Cross Blood Drive
10:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Red Cross, 430 Center St.
The Big Read
6 p.m. showing of “The Great Gatsby” at the Kentucky Library and Museum
“Dracula”
7:30 p.m. at the Kentucky Repertory Theatre, 107 E. Main St. in Horse Cave

BG
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The Herald publishes a weekend
calendar every Friday. Send your
post request by noon Thursday
to calendar@chherald.com.

“Down an Alley Filled with Cats”
8 p.m. at the Phoenix Theater, 545 Morris Alley
“Country Madness”
8 p.m. at the Capitol Arts Center, 416 E. Main Ave.

saturday
Bizarre Bazaar
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Warren County Extension Office, 3132 Nashville Road
Items such as pottery, artwork and cookbooks will be sold at the bazaar
Great Escape sidewalk sale
9 a.m. to 9 p.m. at the Great Escape, 2945 Scottsville Road
Veterans Day Parade
10 a.m. on the streets in downtown Bowling Green
Studio tour and art sale
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. at various locations in Bowling Green such as Spencer’s Coffee House,
915 College St.; The Gallery at 916, 916 State St.; and Crocker Law Offices, 520 E. Main St.
“Dracula”
7:30 p.m. at the Kentucky Repertory Theatre, 107 E. Main St. in Horse Cave

Fill in the grid so that every column and every 3x3 box
contains the digits 1-9 with no repeats. Solutions, tips
and computer program at www.sudoku.com.

“Down an Alley Filled with Cats”
8 p.m. at the Phoenix Theater, 545 Morris Alley

For instant news
and updates,
follow the Herald
on twitter
@wkuherald

“Country Madness”
8 p.m. at the Capitol Arts Center, 416 E. Main Ave.

sunday
Drag racing
9 a.m. to 10 p.m. at Beech Bend Raceway, 798 Beech Bend Road

Become a fan of the College
Heights Herald on Facebook.

Studio tour and art sale
1 p.m. to 5 p.m. at various locations in Bowling Green such as 513 E. Main Ave.; The Pots Place
Co-op Studio and Gallery, 428 E. Main Ave.; and The Capitol Arts Center, 416 E. Main Ave.
“Dracula”
2 p.m. at the Kentucky Repertory Theatre, 107 E. Main St. in Horse Cave

For additional
content and
multimedia visit
us at the new

“Down an Alley Filled with Cats”
3 p.m. at the Phoenix Theater, 545 Morris Alley

INTERESTED IN GARDASIL ?
GARDASIL IS WIDELY AVAILABLE AND MANY
PRIVATE INSURANCE PLANS* COVER IT.
TALK TO YOUR CAMPUS HEALTH CENTER
OR OTHER HEALTH CARE PROFESSIONAL.

You are encouraged to report negative side effects of prescription drugs to the FDA.
Visit www.fda.gov/medwatch, or call 1-800-FDA-1088.

GARDASIL is a registered trademark of Merck & Co., Inc.
Copyright © 2009 Merck & Co., Inc. All rights reserved. Printed in USA.

*While your insurance company may reimburse
for GARDASIL, coverage and reimbursement for
an individual patient depends on the patient’s
insurance beneﬁts concerning coverage for vaccines.
20904324(12)-09/09-GRD
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SGA plans to spend
entire org aid budget
By SHAKIA HARRIS
news@chherald.com

Student Government
Association senators don’t
plan to leave behind any
leftovers this year.
Last year, SGA had
leftover money in its budget for organizational aid
— money SGA sets aside
to help out student organizations.
But senators this year
say they’re on target to
spend every dollar of the
group’s org aid budget.
They have until the end
of the spring semester to
meet that goal, but Senator
Jerebeth Lucas, a Pineville
senior on the org aid board,
says she thinks they’ll run
out of the money by April.
SGA’s org aid board has
given $13,278 of its budgeted $40,000 to 36 different campus organizations
this year, said Justin Thurman, SGA administrative
vice president.
The org aid process
didn’t start until mid-October last year, so by this time
last year, SGA had given
out only $1,059, Thurman
said. This year, interviews
for org aid started at the
end of September.
SGA members plan to

FEE
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

The
add/drop
fee
increase replaced another
proposal, which would
have added a $30 fee for
each credit hour a student
takes exceeding 15 hours.
Both fees were intended
to offset the costs of added
course sections which
might
require
hiring
additional faculty. Those
courses could become

spend the entire $40,000
this year, he said.
Last year, SGA handed
out $28,612.44 in org aid
to 62 different organizations, Thurman said.
Budget cuts ate up
$1,500 of their org aid
money and senators decided to spend some org
aid money on study abroad
scholarships, he said.
A little less than $5,900
was left over and went to
other SGA projects, including placing an automatic
door in Downing University Center, Thurman said.
SGA revamped the org
aid process this year, making the application shorter
and allowing groups to
apply for money multiple
times instead of just once
at the beginning of the fall
semester.
Madisonville senior Jessica Acosta, who served on
the org aid board last year,
said this year’s application
process, particularly the
shorter application packet,
is more effective.
“There was a lot to it
before,” she said. “There
was a lot more room for
mistakes.”
The current process allows organizations to apply in both the fall and

spring semesters until they
receive the maximum $500
per organization.
Org aid checks are
coming out faster this year,
too.
It takes about 10 to 25
days for an organization to
receive a check after senators approve an amount,
Thurman said. Last year, it
took four to six weeks for
organizations to receive
checks.
“I’m very happy, and
the organizations seem to
be very happy that they’re
getting their checks faster,”
he said.
Stephanie Scott, office
coordinator for Student
Activity, Organization and
Leadership, said the process of sending the checks
has changed since last year
and is more efficient for
everyone involved.
There’s $26,722 in org
aid money left, but Thurman said he doesn’t think
SGA members will be
faced with the dilemma of
what to do with leftover
money again.
“We’re on target for
spending the money,” he
said. “We’ve established
a routine, and the student
organizations are cooperating.”

unneeded when students
start dropping classes a
couple of weeks into the
semester.
Students who take more
than 15 hours per semester
aren’t doing anything
wrong,
said
Student
Government Association
President Kevin Smiley.
In fact, they’re often
trying to further their
education and graduate on
time, he said.
But
students
who
“course shop,” or register

for more hours than they
need, knowing they will
drop some, cost Western
money, he said.
“Why penalize the
people who aren’t doing
anything wrong?” Smiley
said of the proposed $30
fee for students taking
more than 15 hours.
Smiley said he realizes
that it’s necessary to drop a
class in some cases, though.
But course shopping is
a “legitimate problem,” he
said.

OBITUARY

3a

Fresh Food worker dies at 52
By TABITHA WAGGONER
news@chherald.com

Harold E. Alexander’s
coworkers liked having
him around.
Alexander, 52, died at
12:03 p.m. on Nov. 2 at
The Medical Center.
He was born Sept. 20,
1957 in Simpson County.
Alexander was a cook
employed by Aramark at
the Fresh Food Company
in Downing University
Center.

At Fresh Food, Alexander would often cook
at the American Diner
and the Mongolian Grill,
said Tim Colley, district
manager for Aramark
and director of Dining
Services.
“He was well thought
of by a lot of folks, and
we were very happy
to have him employed
here,” he said.
Alexander loved fishing, cooking, landscaping and spending time

with his family, according to information from
J.C. Kirby and Son Funeral Chapels, Inc. He
was a veteran of the U.S.
Army and loved working
on cars.
Alexander’s family
couldn’t be reached for
comment.
The visitation will be
at 10 a.m. on Nov. 10 at
the J.C. Kirby and Sons
Lovers Lane Chapel. The
funeral will be the same
day at 1 p.m.

GAP
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

When Housing and
Residence Life decided
to build apartments for
non-traditional students
in February, they chose
the area across the street
from the future business
college, HRL Director
Brian Kuster said.
“There’s really no
place else for campus
to go,” Kuster said.
“We’re not going to cross
University Boulevard, so
it makes more sense to go
over the Hill.”
Demolition for the
apartments is done, and
Kuster said he hopes the
design will be complete in
December so construction
can start in summer 2010
and finish by fall 2011.
Kuster estimates that
the project will cost
between $6 million and
$7 million, but the amount
won’t be finalized until
the design is finished. It’s
funded by the Student
Life Foundation, a nonprofit group that owns all
the dorms.
Bowling
Green’s
development plans for
block 12 will make the
area a more attractive
place for the apartments
by bringing in parking and
businesses and making it
safer, Kuster said.
The Warren County

KUSTER

We’re not going to cross
University Boulevard, so
it makes more sense to
go over the Hill."

Economic Development
Authority,
charged
with
downtown
redevelopment,
made
the decision to build a
parking structure in the
area, said Mary Cohron,
chairwoman
of
the
WCEDA.
Originally, a parking
structure was planned to
be at Sixth and College
Streets near the baseball
stadium, but the city had
trouble with financing
for that area and finding
businesses that wanted
to move into the space
wrapping around the
structure, Cohron said.
“Because
of
the
economy, it just wasn’t
feasible to do that now,”
she said.
But a hotel developer
was interested in building
a hotel in the Center
Street area near campus
and required that a
parking structure be built
next to it, Cohron said. So
the WCEDA approached
President Gary Ransdell
about putting a parking

structure in the area.
Ransdell approved of
the idea and decided to
put a Western bookstore
and coffee shop in
the space around the
structure and an alumni
center nearby, Cohron
said.
The parking structure
is still being designed,
but it’s expected to cost
between $5 million and
$6 million, she said. The
total cost of city’s block
12 projects is expected to
be about $40 million.
Cohron said she hopes
the groundbreaking for
the parking structure will
be at the beginning of
next year.
Russell said there’s
also talk of putting a
police station in the area,
and Kuster said there’s
potential for expanding
the Greek Village along
Center Street, too.
Cohron said these
projects will transform
the area and make it
more attractive for the
community.
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Making their alma mater matter
Alumni need to voice their concerns at Homecoming
THE ISSUE: Alumni will return to Western’s campus
this weekend to participate in Homecoming activities.

T &
B
OPS

OTTOMS

OUR VIEW: While they’re here, the alumni should share
any concerns they have with administrators about the state
of Western’s football and tailgating situation.
Western’s lack of success on the football field this season has had several consequences.
A lack of respect from other teams and fan outcry for
coaching changes are just a couple of examples of what
happens when a team goes winless this late in the season.
Perhaps a more saddening effect is one that’s become
almost palpable leading up to this weekend’s Homecoming game — fans just aren’t excited.
Despite its place as a beloved fall tradition at every
university, Homecoming has lost some of its appeal
at Western, following the team’s shortcomings on the
field.
Those involved with Homecoming activities might
not feel the change, but the majority of students checked
out of football mode once the new tailgating rules were
implemented.
For all the growth and good aspects of the university,
the tailgating scene and the football game is the snapshot
alumni will take away from this weekend.
That begs the question of how their impression of
Western will change after seeing the diminished nature of
both those areas compared to previous years.
Students have made their opinions known to administrators by pulling their support for the football team and
abandoning their tailgating routines.
Now it’s the alumni’s turn to speak up.
Considering the donations that Western enjoys from its
alumni, administrators would be wise to pay attention to
what’s being said this weekend.
Failing to keep the alumni happy, especially during
the current economic climate, would undoubtedly slow
the rate of growth Western has enjoyed the past decade.

TOPS to Health Services getting the swine
flu vaccine.

BOTTOMS to Christmas already being in
season. What happened to Thanksgiving?

Considering the spike in hotel reservations for this weekend, Western should expect plenty of loyal alumni to return for the
Homecoming celebration.
The Herald hopes those who return
won’t refrain from making their concerns
known.

After all, who better to help guide the
future of Western than those who know
where we’ve been?
This editorial represents the majority
opinion of the Herald’s 11-member editorial board.

COMMENTARY

Tradition important part of Western
Western Kentucky University — what comes to mind when
these three words roll off the
tongue? For me, one word can
sum up what I think about when
I think about Western, and that
is “tradition.” Traditions are key
in the life of a university, and
Western is no different. There is
a certain feeling when someone
steps on campus; they know that
something great is going on here.
The beauty of our campus coupled with our traditions provides
valuable ammunition for our admissions team to draw students
to campus. Why did you come
to Western? I did not want to attend a large bureaucratic “flagship
school,” but I did not want to attend a small private school that
was compartmentalized with only

a few viable majors. I did not want getting the WKU mixed up into
to go to a college where survival another order (I think our friends
became the main focus. I wanted in Lexington may see where I am
to come to a safe
going) was sacrilege.
campus where staff
If students only underand faculty treat you
stood the pressure that
kindly and everyone
school in Lexington
feels like a part of the
put on us when we besame family. Westcame a university, and
ern seemingly was
then again when we
that school. There is
wanted a Graduate proalways talk about the
gram, they would have
Western Family, peono love lost! Even sayple who loved tradi- JONATHAN BOLES
ing “Western,” which
tions ranging from Former Student
has become uncouth
a deep respect for Body President and
in some circles, brings
the University Seal Student Regent
back an emotion of
mottos of “Life more Elizabethtown senior nostalgia to alumni of
Life” and “The Spirit
good times on College
Makes the Master,” a
Heights. Why has it
place where Red and White were become so unpopular to celebrate
the appropriate school colors and tradition here at Western? Now

that we are a “leading American
university,” can we not root for
the home team? Take pride in our
beautiful campus? This weekend
marks our Homecoming, and
many students (unless you are
involved) have no idea it is going on at all or that Tuesday was
their chance to cast their vote for
Homecoming Queen. My hope
for my fellow students is that we
get over ourselves and celebrate
what it means to be a Western student. Put on some red and white
and stand up and cheer! Don’t
take these traditions for granted
— fight for them — they may be
taken away some day!
This commentary does not represent the views of the Herald or
the university.

TOPS to the regents
for finally standing
up to President Gary
Ransdell and postponing unfair raises
for Athletics Director
Wood Selig and Dean
Kahler, associate vice
president of academic
affairs.

BOTTOMS to losing
another football game.
But it does give us another reason to drink.

TOPS to Halloween
candy being on sale.

hot
TOPIC
Be sure to check the
Herald's Facebook fan
page for new topics of
discussion each week.

A cartoon strip by Annie Erskine

Andrew Robinson*
Editor-in-chief
Katie Brandenburg*
managing editor
Marianne Hale*
news editor
Michelle Day
assistant news editor
Christina Howerton*
city editor
Josh Raymer*
opinion editor
Annie Erskine*
cartoonist

Angela Oliver*
diversions editor
Sarah Hyman*
sports editor
Lance Booth*
photo editor
Tanner Curtis
assistant photo editor
Kohl Threlkeld*
multimedia editor
Josh Moore*
copy/design desk chief
Kayla Golliher
assistant design editor

Jan Diehm
director of redesign
Reed Smith
advertising manager
Bob Adams
Herald adviser
Jeanie Adams-Smith
photo adviser
JoAnn Thompson
business manager
*Denotes editorial board
members. The Herald
publishes on Tuesdays and
Fridays.

CONTACT US
Advertising 270.745.2653
advertising@chherald.com

News 270.745.6011
news@chherald.com

Diversions 270.745.2655

SUBMISSIONS
The Herald encourages
readers to write letters
and commentaries on
topics of public interest.
Here are a few guidelines:

diversions@chherald.com

Opinion 270.745.4874
opinion@chherald.com

Sports 270.745.4874
sports@chherald.com

Photo 270.745.6281
photo@chherald.com

1. Letters should not exceed
250 words, and commentaries should be about 500
words.
2. Originality counts. Please
don't submit plagiarized
work.

3. For veriﬁcation, letters
and commentaries MUST
include your name, phone
number, home town and
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Week draws
alumni money
By EMILY ULBER
news@chherald.com

With thousands of
alumni back on campus to
celebrate Homecoming,
Western could reap the financial benefits.
Homecoming isn’t designed as a fundraising
tool, but the “feel-good”
atmosphere on campus
often leads to more donations for Western, said
Tom Hiles, vice president
for Institutional Advancement.
“The main emphasis is
welcoming alumni back
to campus,” Hiles said.
“... The outgrowth of that
is private support.”
Between Homecoming and donors calculating
their tax decisions, fall is
typically the biggest time
of the year for fundraising, said Donald Smith,
assistant vice president for
the Alumni Association.
Also, the Topper Talk
program takes place in
the fall, Smith said.
During Topper Talk,
students call alumni and
potential donors, asking
for donations.
Alumna Karen Matchus
and her husband, David,
recently announced a
$500,000 estate commitment for scholarships,
according to a Western
press release.
Karen Matchus, who
majored in education
while at Western, said in
the press release that she
and her husband decided
to fund a scholarship 10
years ago as a way to

show gratitude for the
scholarships she received
in college.
With the help of such
gifts, Western has raised
$151.6 million in its
$200-million New Century of Spirit campaign,
which ends on June 30,
2012, according to the release.
Hiles said in the Board
of Regents meeting on
Oct. 30 that it’s “a real
tribute to the momentum of the campaign”
that such progress can be
made during tough economic times.
Homecoming is a busy
time for Western alumni,
Smith said.
Between reunions, luncheons, dinners, ceremonies and parades, there’s
something going on nearly every day of Homecoming Week, many of
which cater to alumni.
Western’s Homecoming has changed quite a
bit in the past 50 years,
Hiles said.
“There was a time ...
when there was a Homecoming dance and a few
events, and everyone
came,” he said.
He compared Homecoming now to a movie
theatre: one venue with a
lot of different choices.
“There are literally
dozens of events that capture that connection that
people feel,” Hiles said.
Without events like
Homecoming,
Western
could become “out of
sight, out of mind” for
alumni, he said.

Arts & Letters: The Potter College Faculty Series

Onward
Christian Soldiers
A Rhetorical History of the
Southern Baptist Convention Holy War

Dr. Carl Kell

Professor of Communication
Professor Kell will lecture on the master
rhetoric of the recent Southern Baptist
controversy – the rhetoric of war.
Using rhetorical and historical/critical
analysis to frame the Southern Baptist
story, Professor Carl L. Kell has written
and edited three books on the conflict
within the nation’s largest non-Catholic
denomination. His latest is Against the
Wind – The Moderate Voice In Baptist Life
(University of Tennessee Press, 2009).

November 9, 2009
Recital Hall,
Ivan Wilson
Fine Arts Center
7:00 p.m.
Book signing and reception
to follow in the University Gallery,
2nd floor FAC.
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Players perform 186th play
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By WHITNEY KOONTZ
news@chherald.com

When the Fountain
Square players stepped on
stage last night to perform
“Down an Alley Filled
with Cats,” it kicked off
the 168th play they’ve
performed in their 31-year
history, said Bill Russell, a
charter member of Fountain Square Players.
Russell will be starring
in the play as a bookshop
owner named Timothy
Timmony, he said.
“The Players are looking for award-winning
plays when they choose
the performances for the
seasons,” Russell said.
“This particular play has
won the award for best
Australian play.”
“Down an Alley Filled
with Cats” debuted Thurs-

ONLINE
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Brinkley said it would
be impossible for someone
like her to be a traditional
student.
“Obviously, I can’t
go to class,” she said.
“The online criminology
program was a perfect
choice because I can
access it 24 hours a day.”
Brinkley isn’t alone.
When the first online
courses were offered in
the spring of 1998, only
three were available, said
Cindy Troutman, distance
learning coordinator, in
an e-mail. In the 20082009 school year, there
were 1,068 online courses
offered.
The biggest growth in
online programs has been
within graduate programs,

day night at the Phoenix
Theatre, 545 Morris Alley.
The Fountain Square Players will perform it again at
8 p.m. tonight and Saturday and at 3 p.m. on Sunday, Russell said.
Bill Leonard is a retired head of the theater
department at Western and
a charter member of Fountain Square Players. He directed the group’s first play
in 1978 and stars opposite
Russell in “Down an Alley
Filled with Cats.”
Leonard said he plays
a character named Simon
Matthews who goes to
Russell’s character, Timmony, in search for a special book on the Napoleonic Wars. When he sees
that Timmony has already
sold the book, he attempts
to leave but finds that they
are locked inside. The pair

tries to get the truth out of
the other throughout their
time stuck in the bookshop.
“It’s a mystery and a
comedy,” Leonard said.
“The audience tries to figure out what each of the
characters is hiding.”
He said the plays that
the Fountain Square Players perform are chosen because of genre by a reading
committee, and this play
was chosen because of its
mysterious elements.
Kathy Wise-Leonard is
directing “Down an Alley
Filled with Cats,” a position she has filled about
once each year since 1981.
“Everyone involved in
Fountain Square Players
is family to me,” she said.
“I’ve known some of these
people for over 30 years.”
Fountain Square Play-

ers began as a troupe that
performed during the summer when Western theatre
students were on vacation,
Russell said. After four
years of on-and-off collaboration with Western,
the group became independent.
“In school, people had
the opportunity to act in
plays,” he said. “But there
was never anything for
adults who liked to act.”
After this performance,
the players will begin to
rehearse for “From the
Mississippi Delta,” which
will debut in March. They
already have plans for their
32nd season, which begins
next fall.
“We’re going strong,”
Russell said. “I don’t think
I thought it would ever become what it did, but I’m
glad.”

Troutman said.
The
master’s
in
criminology degree, new
this fall, is offered through
the sociology department
with support from the
Division of Extended
Learning and Outreach.
Assistant
sociology
professor Jerry Daday
said there’s a big learning
curve in transitioning
from the classroom to an
online setting.
Daday is the graduate
adviser for the criminology
program and teaches
several classes online.
He said he sometimes
misses
the
face-toface interaction of the
classroom environment.
It’s
a
common
misconception that online
classes mean less work for
the instructor, Daday said.
“I haven’t seen it yet,”
he said.

Online degree programs
only work if the whole
degree can be completed
over the Internet — not
just a class or two, he
said.
“From
day
one,
we marketed it to the
university and to the
community at large as
an all-online program,”
Daday said.
Non-traditional students
who work full time are
generally more mature
and self-directed than
typical students, said
Jim Berger, associate
professor in education
administration, leadership
and research.
Berger is the program
director for the master’s
degree in adult education.
“I teach adults how to
teach adults,” he said.
Even though the degree
is offered completely

online, Berger said he
tries to make the classes
as hands-on as possible.
He said he tries to
avoid a lot of notes and
lectures, focusing instead
on field work.
“For me, it’s about the
experience,” he said.
Brinkley, who is taking
two online classes right
now, said she hopes to
complete her degree in the
next year and a half.
She said her family
has been supportive of
her decision to go back to
school, even though it cuts
into the time they spend
together.
Online programs are
ideal for people with
families, Brinkley said.
“You can’t tell your
5-year-old, ‘I’ve got to go
to class, you’re going to
have to make it on your
own tonight,’” she said.
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Let your wild side
go this month
Welcome, everyone, to the whose faces resemble wheat
wonderful month of Novem- fields, snowy dunes or black
beard. Also known (perhaps forests are often regarded as
more popularly so) as No- a historical wannabe (Santa or
Shave November, these thirty Lincoln, anyone?), a hipster
days are being celebrated by (you know, the kids in plaid
thousands of men across the who drink PBR like it’s wacountry who, in order to raise ter), a drunk redneck or, worse
awareness of their ability to than anything, a pedophile.
Growing a beard, then, not
cover their faces in keratinized dead cells, are shunning only requires genetic predestirazors and scissors alike with nation but also countercultural
energy that strangely mirrors guts. For an American man to
embrace his call to
the determination
the wild, he has to
of many religious
ignore his mothpeople in days of
er’s gentle alterfasting.
native suggestions
The rules aren’t
(she only wants
as hard to follow
him to succeed,
as those for Isafter all), his girllam’s Ramadan or
friend’s protests
Catholicism’s Ash
(though mine have
Wednesday, but
JENNIFER DOOPER
yet to change my
they are no less
Herald columnist
strict. According diversions@chherald.com boyfriend’s mind
about his scruff)
to no-shave-noand his friends’
vember.com:
1. You do not shave in No- warnings that he will look like
a child molester, all because
vember.
2. You DO NOT shave in our society has us trained to
enjoy seeing skin in the place
November.
3. If you shave, you are of where hair should be. In
other words, a beard grows
out.
4. No trimming, no waxing. through much more than fol5. Not shaving can go on as licles and skin.
Why such resistance to this
long as you want it to.
Though my instincts tell symbol of our natural selves?
me that this “manliness chal- Are we ashamed of our primilenge” is nothing more than a tive pasts? Have the razor and
thinly-veiled attempt to cover shaving cream companies won
the beard-sprouting male pop- us over? Have our first-world
ulation’s laziness — notice, if lives of three meals a day and
you will, that it was cold No- warm beds suppressed the part
vember that was chosen instead of us, whether we’re faceof a steamy month and that its shaving men or leg-shaving
alliterative quality makes the women, that helps classify us
event easy to remember — I as mammals? Are we afraid to
cannot help but admire the fel- be animals?
No matter the reason for our
lows who put their razors aside
fear, I’m going to stand in solito let DNA do its thing.
In a culture where cleanly darity with the beard-growing
shaven, smooth-talking gentle- men who are letting their wild
men are actively promoted — side roam. Luckily for you all,
I’ve yet to see more than a five though, rules one through five
o’clock shadow on any male are much less obvious under a
political candidate — men pair of pants.

CHRIS WILSON/HERALD

Terry Price, guitarist of the band Oblio, sings in front of Helm Library on Wednesday. The band from Nashville
was selling CDs and shirts.

Nashville band Oblio
plays at Java City
By KATHERINE WADE
diversions@chherald.com

Music floated up and down
the Hill as Oblio, an indie rock
band from Nashville, performed
outside Java City Wednesday.
Oblio played at Western
three years ago, said guitarist
Terry Price.
“We got a request to come
back again in January,” he said.
Price said the group goes on
tour often and works part-time
at a coffee shop when not on
the road. Although they don’t
have a record deal right now,
they just released a new album,
“Tonight You’re Gonna Be A
Revolution.”
Bass guitarist Travis Vance
said playing on campus is interesting because it’s different
from what they’re used to.
“We usually play at clubs
where the audience is right next
to us, and we are sort of feeding
off them,” he said. “But here,
the closest person was like 50
feet away. But we knew they
were listening.”

Vance said the experience of
playing on campus was similar
to when they played at Western
three years ago.
“The atmosphere was very
much the same,” he said. “But
what we did was different. We
were recovering hippies then,
and our music has changed.”
Vance said that it felt “intrusive to play loud, raucous music
next to a library.”
“But it was fun,” he said.
“We don’t get to play outside
often.”
Students came and went
throughout the performance —
some stopping for a few moments to catch part of the song
and others simply listening as
they passed.
Bowling Green freshman
June Laves sat outside the coffee shop with several friends,
watching the show. She said she
realized a few weeks ago that
Java City had bands every week
and began to come out to hear
them.
“It’s nice to get a cup of coffee and sit and listen,” she said.

Louisville freshman Tracy
Ingram said that, although she
had never heard of Oblio, she
really enjoyed their music.
“When I walked out of class,
I heard music that was really appealing,” she said. “I love being
outdoors and listening to music,
so this is right up my alley.”
Dan Forrest, access service
coordinator for Library Public
Services, said they started live
music at Java City shortly after
it opened in 2002.
“We had to hustle at first to
get people,” he said. “But once
word got out, we started getting
a performer each week.”
Forrest said they’ve had students, faculty, local musicians
and touring groups at Java City
playing a variety of music, including country, folk, rock and
jazz.
Michael Franklin, media and
reserves specialist for Cravens
library, said last week they had
a drum troupe and belly dancers.
“You don’t see that every
day,” he said.
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Ky. bats, economy
By ERIN KENNEY

moist air, killing thousands of bats in Northeast America since 2006,
In 2007, Rick Toom- Biology Professor Albert
ey, Director of Mam- Meier said.
moth Cave International
“Geomyces make fly
Center for Science and breeding look slow,”
Learning, found an odd Meier said.
bat femur while explorThe fungus attaches iting Mammoth Cave.
self to the wings, ears and
After some research, muzzles of hibernating
the
excited
bats. It’s the
Toomey disonly known
covered the
symptom of
bone
was
white-nose
from a vamsyndrome
pire bat that
that is linked
lived 1-2 milto 70 to 100
lion
years
percent of bat
ago near the
mortality in
historic secthe Northeast,
tion of Mamfrom Maine to
SUBMITTED West Virginia.
moth Cave,
A brown bat with
he said.
Although
B e c a u s e white-nose syndrome w h i t e - n o s e
these bats can
syndrome has
survive only
not
noticein tropical climates, re- ably reached Kentucky,
storing their habitat is Western affiliates such as
unrealistic. But like vam- Chris Groves, the director
pire bats, native Ken- of the Hoffman Research
tucky bats could become Institute, are taking strict
an endangered species, precautions to make sure
or even extinct, Toomey it doesn’t spread to any
said.
of Kentucky’s caves.
Hundreds of thouThe
Green
River
sands of bats live in Ken- Grotto, a south-central
tucky caves, dangling Kentucky caving group,
harmlessly from the ceil- follows strict protocols.
ing and walls, eating up
Pat Kambesis is the
to 100 percent of their assistant director of the
body weight in insects, Hoffman Environmental
according to caves.org.
Research Institute who
A cave, dark and organizes Grotto trips.
damp, is the perfect habShe insists on deitat for bats, especially contaminating all hard
during the winter when equipment used in caves
they hibernate. While known to house infected
healthy bats sleep, Geo- bats and having a sepamyces destructans, a rate set of clothes and
fungus known to cause equipment for out-ofwhite-nose
syndrome, state trips.
floats in the cave’s cool,
“If WNS hits Ken-

diversions@chherald.com

tucky, we don’t know
how that will effect the
activities of the Grotto,”
Kambesis said. “If we
don’t go caving, what do
we do?”
But researchers aren’t
sure what kills them so
rapidly.
Some believe the
fungus doesn’t directly
kill the bats. Instead, it
irritates them while in
hibernation. The bats
likely wake up too often
and early. This uses their
stored energy and starves
or freezes them to death.
Others think it affects the
immune system, Kambesis said.
“There will be more
mosquitoes with the
possibility of spreading
diseases,” Groves said.
“There could be consequences you can’t even
imagine until it happens.”
Assistant Biology Professor Carl Dick outlined
the repercussions the
loss of bats might have
on Kentucky.
“Because Kentucky is
well-known for wonderful and mysterious caves,
and because bats are part
of such a conspicuous
part of cave ecosystems,
widespread loss of Kentucky bats might adversely affect tourism to
Kentucky, and with that,
jobs and economic opportunity,” Dick said.
Dick said if bats continued to die at such a
rapid rate, the cost of
food might increase because wild bats eat millions of bugs during the
summer growing season.

By WHITLEY TOBIN
diversions@chherald.com

Engines are revved up,
banners are complete and
buckets of sugary treats are
full as campus organizations and clubs prepare for a
Homecoming tradition.
The Homecoming parade will take place today
at 5 p.m. on the Avenue of
Champions.
Some organizations have
made floats and others chose
to walk and wave.
The Black Student Alliance and Gamma Sigma
Sigma sorority will walk in
the parade.
“We didn’t really have
the money or time to put
together a float, so, instead
of not participating in the
parade, we chose to walk,”
said Kayla Tyson, Gamma
Sigma Sigma member and a

junior from Dixon, Tenn.
Ginny Hensley, director
of Alumni Programming
for the Alumni Association,
said that there are usually
about 10 to 15 floats in the
parade.
There were rules and
regulations for float designers, Hensley said. They
couldn’t start working on
the float until last Sunday at
noon and they have to finish
by 4 p.m. today.
Chi Omega sorority and
Kappa Alpha Order partnered for their float. Float
committee chair Lizzie Correa, a Bowling Green senior,
said they used countless
amounts of tissue and glue.
But Americans for Informed Democracy decided
against doing a traditional
float for something more
fitting to the organization’s
personality and mission.

“We’re always talking
the talk about social and environmental responsibility
so we decided that it's time
we start walking the walk,”
said Matt Vaughn, a junior
from Mexico, Mo. “What
better time than in this year’s
Homecoming parade?”
The float will be a group
of cyclists and walkers in
“ONE” shirts holding banners and handing out fair
trade chocolate to children.
Floats are awarded the
best community entry and
the Homecoming spirit
award. Organizations from
the community are also allowed to have floats in the
parade.
The Avenue of Champions will be blocked off at
5 p.m. and College Heights
Boulevard will also shut
down in preparation for the
parade.

■ NEWS BRIEF
Zacharias Hall reduces
energy, wins campaign

Reduce Your Use results

Zacharias Hall reduced its energy
use more than any other dorm during
the month of October.
The dorm won Reduce Your Use,
a competition that pitted Western’s
dorms against each another to see
which one could reduce their energy
consumption the most from Oct. 5
through Oct. 30.
Zacharias reduced its energy use
by 26.6 percent, which was eight percentage points ahead of Rodes-Harlin
Hall, the closest competitor, according to the Housing and Residence Life
Web site.
The prize for Zacharias residents
hasn’t been determined yet, but it will
be something eco-friendly, said David Baskett, coordinator of facilities
for Housing and Residence Life, who
was in charge of Reduce Your Use
this year.
— Laurel Wilson

Energy decreases for dorms that reduced energy use from Oct. 5 to Oct. 30:
1. Zacharias Hall: 26.6 percent
2. Rodes-Harlin Hall: 18 percent
3. McCormack Hall: 17.2 percent
4. Gilbert Hall: 13.6 percent
5. Meredith Hall: 13.3 percent
6. Bates-Runner Hall: 8 percent
7. Northeast Hall: 4.4 percent
8. Barnes-Campbell Hall: 3.8 percent
9. Southwest Hall: 2.5 percent
10. Poland Hall: 0.1 percent
Energy increases for dorms that used
more energy from Oct. 5 to Oct. 30:
11. Pearce-Ford Tower: 0.8 percent
12. Keen Hall: 1.2 percent
13. Bemis Lawrence Hall: 4.9 percent
14. Minton Hall: 6.6 percent
15. McLean Hall: 7.1 percent
—Source: Housing and Residence Life Web site
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Lady Tops' season ends with loss
By COLE CLAYBOURN
sports@chherald.com

ALBERT CESARE/HERALD

From right, senior defensive specialist Lindsey Gould celebrates with sophomore setter
Lauren Stuckel during a match against Memphis on Sept. 12. Western swept Memphis 25-14,
25-18, 25-15.

Gould's aces lead
Lady Tops, Sun Belt
By MIKE STUNSON
news@chherald.com

Senior defensive specialist Lindsey Gould has
been one of the best servers
in the Sun Belt Conference
during her career, ranking
No. 3 in service aces in the
conference as a sophomore
and No. 6 last season.
As she prepares to play
her final regular season
match in Diddle Arena this
weekend, Gould is the conference leader with 43 aces.
“My serve is more of
a floater, which makes it
tougher for the other team
to pass,” Gould said.
The biggest adjustment
to her serve occurred in her
sophomore year and almost
by accident, Gould said.
She made an adjustment to
her serve that made a tremendous improvement.
“I was practicing with a
friend and tried something
new, and it just worked for
me,” Gould said.
Head Coach Travis Hudson said Gould has a "rather
unique serve." She approaches the service line from a different angle than most players, then jumps from one leg
as she hits the ball.
“She has a unique knack
to drop the ball into the

gaps,” Hudson said.
Gould has worked hard
to perfect her serve ever
since she developed it,
which Hudson said has been
key to her development.
“Any good server gets
better through repetition,
and that is a big reason why
Gould is first in the conference in aces,” Hudson said.
Gould leads a serving corps that Hudson
called one of the best he’s
coached in his 15 years
with the Lady Toppers.
Western (21-7, 10-3
Sun Belt) ranks second in
the conference with 162
service aces. The Lady
Toppers average 1.52 aces
per match, .58 more than
their opponents.
Sophomore setter Lauren Stuckel has 34 aces
this season, fourth in the
Sun Belt.
“The serve has to be
perfect to get an ace, and
we know where we have to
place it,” Stuckel said.
Hudson said serving is
crucial to the Lady Toppers’ success.
“Serving and passing are
the two most critical parts
of the game, and serving is
definitely the most critical to
defense,” Hudson said.
Gould agrees that hav-

ing good servers benefits
the team.
“It is very important,
because it starts off the
play and makes defense
easier,” Gould said.
Hudson said he has seen
drastic improvement in all
aspects of Gould’s game
since she arrived at Western.
Gould is one of four
Lady Toppers to have
played in every set this
season, and she ranks third
on the team with 182 digs.
“She isn’t necessarily
flashy, but she does a lot of
stuff that goes by without
noticing,” Hudson said.
Stuckel said Gould has
been playing defense “out
of her mind” lately, but
Gould is more concerned
about being a role model
for the team.
“I have worked hard this
year to be a leader,” Gould
said. “I’ve been here for
four years, so I know the
ins and outs.”
The Lady Toppers will
play their final home matches of the regular season this
weekend. They face Florida
International, which has a
14-0 conference record and
beat Western in four sets on
Oct. 2, at 7 p.m. tonight and
Florida Atlantic at 1 p.m.
on Saturday.
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The high hopes that
the Lady Toppers had
entering the Sun Belt
Conference Tournament
were left at just that on
Wednesday night.
The third-seeded Lady
Toppers (14-4-2, 9-2 Sun
Belt) lost to sixth-seeded
Arkansas State on penalty
kicks after being unable
to break a tie through two
overtime periods.
Though the final score
was 1-1, the Red Wolves
advanced to the tournament’s semifinals after
taking a 4-2 advantage on
penalty kicks.
Arkansas State (8-9-3,
5-5-1 Sun Belt) struck in
the 17th minute off a goal
from sophomore midfielder Michele Clark.
The Lady Toppers responded eight minutes
later with a goal from
senior forward Megan
Meinke.
Neidell said he thought
his team was outplayed in
the first half but was able
to control the game in the
second half despite being
unable to break the tie.
“I thought we found
our game and a little bit
of a rhythm in the second
half and started wearing them down,” he said.
“But we missed some key
opportunities to score the
go-ahead goal.”
The Lady Toppers out-

WIN
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

“The good thing about
this team is that we really care, and we’re close
with all of our seniors,”
Santoro said. “If there’s
something to fight for
this season, those are the
guys. You want them to
go out on a high note.”
Despite the efforts this
season, Head Coach David Elson said the Toppers are struggling with
certain fundamentals —
namely tackling — and
Elson is working to influence them. This week at

shot Arkansas State 13 to
3 in the second period, including a shot by sophomore forward Mallory
Outerbridge that struck
the goal post, but were
unable to find the net.
The match went into
two overtime periods, but
neither team was able to
score.
Sophomore goalkeeper Libby Stout led off the
penalty kicks for the Lady
Toppers but missed her
shot attempt. She then returned to her normal duty
as goalkeeper, only to allow a goal by Arkansas
State sophomore goalkeeper Megan Stoltzfus.
The teams both scored
on two consecutive attempts before Lady Toppers’ defender Chelsea
Grover missed her shot.
Lyndsey
Patterson
found the net on her attempt
to give the Red Wolves a
4-2 advantage, sealing the
win and the upset.
“I thought we played
a pretty good game,”
Neidell said. “I have to
give credit to Arkansas State. I thought they
played really hard, especially in the penalty kicks.
They came out and nailed
all four of their shots.”
Neidell said the early
goal by Arkansas State
was a “wake-up call” for
his team.
“I don’t think we were
playing poorly, but I don’t
think we were expecting

to be in the kind of battle
we were in,” he said. “So
I think we started playing
a little harder and pushing
forward a little better.”
Sophomore
forward
Kaylyn Pratt said the match
was disappointing because
the team created a number of chances that they
couldn’t capitalize on.
“It stinks really badly,”
she said. “We’re disappointed. All we can do
is come out next year
and want to win 10 times
more.”
Neidell said the team’s
early exit, which comes
just a season removed
from a trip to the conference tournament championship game, is just a
roadblock on a bigger
journey.
“It may be the end of
the season, but we’ve got
a lot of soccer left ahead
of us in this program,”
he said. “There are a lot
great things ahead. It’s
just a bump in the road.
Hopefully this makes us
hungry for the future.”
Neidell said most of
the disappointment that
the team feels is for the
senior class, who leave
as the winningest class in
program history.
“They’ve had an unbelievable four years, and
it’s heartbreaking to go out
like that,” he said. “Anything less than a championship this year was going
to be disappointing.”

practice, Elson upped the
intensity, flying around
the field in encouragement of his team on both
sides of the ball.
The coach said his
team has responded well
to his pushes, but the wins
just haven’t followed.
“It hasn’t produced
the results that we want,
and that’s really, really
frustrating,” Elson said.
“But it’s like I told (the
players) before: I can’t
guarantee you success
just because you have the
right attitude and you’re
working hard, but I can
guarantee you failure if
you don’t have the right

attitude and you’re not
working hard.”
A little more of the
right attitude could go a
long way for the Toppers
this weekend.
In the Toppers’ two
previous meetings with
Troy, Western lost by a
combined 14 points. This
time around, Elson said
Western is looking for
more than a moral victory.
“We’re going to get
out of this,” Elson said.
“We’re going to get
through this. Why not do
it against the best in the
league?”
Troy and Western kick
off at 4 p.m. on Saturday.
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TEAM
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

A sprint triathlon consists of a 750-meter swim,
a 20-kilometer bike ride
and a 5-kilometer run.
Club Coach David
Haynes has been competing in triathlons since
1996. He took over the
triathlon club 18 months
ago after competing in the
WKU Tri-Topper Classic,
which the club hosted.
“I wish there had been
something like this when
I was at Western,” Haynes
said. “I started doing this
when I was in college, but
I was kind of on my own.
It’s really nice to be able
to see them get together
as an actual team and be
able to go to these races
together and work out together.”
During
MASTER
Plan’s information fair
at the Preston Center,
Robbins and Groneman
signed up to learn more
about the Triathlon Club.
After attending the first
meeting, they decided to
continue attending and
started training together
soon after that.
Robbins said that joining the club has made a
noticeable impact on her
college experience.
“I am balancing my
diet now,” she said. “I am
more awake in my classes.
I get better sleep. I do very
well in my classes and am
a 4.0 student. It helps me
manage my time. It helps

to be involved in a sports
club and meet a lot of people through this.”
Going to the races together and having teammates cheering for them
gives the athletes the motivation they need to complete such a difficult race,
Haynes said.
“Someone might be
in front of you or behind
you,” Haynes said. “It
gives you a little extra motivation of the teamwork,
trying to work together,
and you are able to compete with someone you
know. You aren’t just out
there racing with a bunch
of strangers.”
Both Groneman and
Robbins said they planned
on being involved in extracurricular activities in
college, but never imagined triathlons would be
their niche.
“Before, I had never
run more than a mile in
my life, and now I am
running about 25 miles
a week,” Robbins said.
“This is a lifetime sport.
Once you get into it, you
just can’t stop.”
She said there’s no better feeling than completing a triathlon.
“It’s the most gratifying thing in the world to
cross that finish line —
whether you walk it, run
it — you struggle through
it,” Robbins said. “Regardless if you think you
are an athlete that can do
it or not, you can, and we
will support you.”

BASEBALL

Toppers close fall season
By MIKE STUNSON
sports@chherald.com

With Western’s baseball
season still three months
away, motivation may be
hard to come by for the
team. But the Toppers say
they have all the motivation they need.
“Our goal this year is to
win the regional,” sophomore shortstop Logan
Robbins said. “We came
close last year, so we are
working harder this year to
win it this year.”
Fall practice will conclude this weekend with
the Fall World Series, an
annual best-of-three intrasquad tournament.
“It is a fun way to finish team practices for the
fall,” Head Coach Chris
Finwood said. “The guys
definitely get after it.”
The winning team will

HYPE
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

“There are challenges
and excitement that we are
trying to reach for in every part of our program,”
McDonald said. “Now the
standard that we have is
obviously a championship
standard. We expect to be,
at the end of the day, at the
top of this conference, and
that gives us a chance to get
back to the (NCAA) tour-

eat steaks at a team cookout
before Saturday’s Homecoming football game,
with the losers receiving
hot dogs. The losing team
will also have to give the
winners the shirts off their
backs, Finwood said.
But Robbins said pride
is the biggest incentive to
play well in the series.
“All of us want to win
so we can brag to each other about it the rest of the
year,” Robbins said.
The Toppers have been
practicing together since
October, but this weekend
will be the last time they
will play as a team until
preseason practice begins
in January.
Finwood said he’s
been impressed with how
the team has progressed
throughout the fall season.
“We have been improving every day, and when

you get the kind of guys
who want to improve, it
makes it so much easier on
us,” Finwood said.
Robbins said the team
has been focusing more
on personal improvements
throughout the fall.
“We have been helping
each other out in individual workouts in practice,”
Robbins said.
Finwood said the goal
of fall practice is to determine where players will be
able to make the most impact in the spring.
“It is important to figure
out who fits in each position
now before the preseason
starts,” Finwood said.
Western went 42-20
last season and won three
games in the Oxford Regional of the NCAA tournament as a No. 3 seed.
The Toppers also finished
the year ranked 23rd in the

Collegiate Baseball poll.
Last season’s team relied
on power hitting, but Finwood said there may be a
different style of play this
year.
“We lost a lot of power,
but we are still going to be
putting pressure on the defense,” Finwood said. “We
may bunt more, especially
early in the season.”
The players say they’re
looking forward to their
first game action since the
spring.
“It will be good to have
live games this weekend,”
junior catcher Matt Rice
said. “These type of games
are good for the young
guys.”
Western continues the
Fall World Series at 5 p.m.
tonight and at 10 a.m. on
Saturday at Nick Denes
Field. The event is free and
open to the public.

nament. So even though we
do have that standard set,
we’re having expectations
on everything from guys
getting drafted to consecutive NCAA tournaments to
all-conference selections,
rookies of the year — those
types of things.”
Even if Western fans
were looking for some sort
of underdog motivation,
they won’t find it. That is,
unless they find one conference vote going to Troy
for first place in the Sun

Belt East Division preseason polls as a form of
motivation.
But for now, it’s best to
expect the best. Everyone
else is. This team, quite
frankly, is the real deal.
They know it, everyone
around the program knows
it, and you should too.
There will be some learning curves and some adjustments, as there always are
early on. But the Sun Belt
Conference should be a
playground for the Toppers,

with an undefeated conference record not just a possibility, but a goal.
It’s been a scary prospect to buy in to the positive energy of an athletic
program as of late in this
state, but this one is about
as secure as possible.
Throw out the word
“potential.” Potential is
something that means
it could happen — this
team will make it happen.
The word for this team is
“complete.”

■ SPORTS BRIEF
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Two Western athletes
were named to Academic
All-District IV teams on
Thursday by the College
Sports Information Directors of America (CoSIDA)
and ESPN The Magazine.
Senior volleyball player
Brittany Bowen was named
to the first team, while
sophomore football player
Mark Santoro was named
to the second team.
A student-athlete must be
a starter or important reserve
with at least a 3.30 cumulative grade point average to

be honored, according to the
CoSIDA Web site.
Bowen, a middle hitter
and chemistry major, leads
the Lady Toppers with 90
blocks this season and ranks
fifth in program history with
260 in her career.
Santoro, a defensive back
who is majoring in management, ranks second on the
team with 70 tackles this
season, including a careerhigh 14 against Navy on
Sept. 26. He currently ranks
eighth in the Sun Belt and is
tied for 53rd in the NCAA
with 8.8 tackles per game.
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VOLLEYBALL:

BASEBALL:

LADY TOPS VS. FLORIDA
INTERNATIONAL FRIDAY at 5 p.m.

TOPPERS PLAY FALL WORLD
SERIES FRIDAY at 5 p.m. AND
SATURDAY at 10 a.m.

LADY TOPS VS. FLORIDA ATLANTIC
SATURDAY at 1 p.m.

COLUMN

Believe
the
hype

ALEX SLITZ/HERALD

Elizabethtown freshman Ben Nelson swims laps in the pool at Bill Powell Natatorium during Triathlon Club practice on Tuesday.

Team of
triathletes
Club members practice together, compete individually
By EMILY PATTON | sports@chherald.com

S

wimming, biking and running are sports
often done in solitude. But in the case of
two triathletes, Erlanger sophomore Allie Groneman and Richmond junior Katelyn
Robbins, it brought them together.
As new members of the eight-member
triathlon club at Western, the two began to
notice their paths crossing while enjoying
separate runs on campus.
“Sometimes we would run into each other
while we were running,” Groneman said.
“Then we kind of decided, ‘Why don’t we
just run together anyway?’”
Robbins, who had only run a couple miles
before joining the club, said she has found a
helpful running partner in Groneman.
“When you are running together every day
for almost an hour with someone, you become
really close with them,” Robbins said.
While preparing for sprint triathlons, the
two run anywhere from three to six miles
together every day, in addition to swimming
and biking.

SEE TEAM, PAGE 10A

BRIAN POWERS/HERALD

From left, Erlanger sophomore Allie Groneman and Richmond junior Katelyn Robbins
prepare for the Medical Center 10k Classic on Saturday. Both Groneman and Robbins
are in the Triathlon Club at Western.

It’s okay, Topper fans. You can
give in.
No, not to your desire to sign up
for walk-on tryouts for the football
team, but to embrace everything
you are hearing about Head Coach
Ken McDonald and the 2009-2010
Toppers. It’s real, and it’s unavoidable.
This team is worth every bit
of hype that every media outlet
is broadcasting, so don’t feel bad
about completely buying into everything they are saying. This
team has all the tools a great team
should have going into a season
with many expectations. There
are numerous basic questions to a
season like this that have definitive
answers, and you don’t have to dig
deep for them.
The depth issues? Out the window. There will be none of that
this season.
Instead of
this team
going sixdeep like
last season,
McDonald
said that
this team
is already
looking to DAVID HARTEN
go seven or The Walk-On
eight play- sports@chherald.com
ers deep,
with
the
expectation that the bench will go
deeper as the season goes on.
The worry about the talent level
McDonald can bring in? Are you
kidding? After last season’s patchwork team that made the NCAA
Tournament’s second round, there
is no telling what McDonald can
do with a full season of recruiting
and a solid incoming class under
his belt.
Experience won’t be a problem. Four of the team’s top five
scorers return this season. Also
returning are four seniors, three
that played extremely instrumental roles in last season’s postseason run in guards A.J. Slaughter
and Anthony Sally and forward
Jeremy Evans.
Star power is abundant.
Slaughter has been tabbed as the
Sun Belt Conference player of the
year, with junior forwards Steffphon Pettigrew and Sergio Kerusch named to the second team
and Evans garnering third team
honors.
This team has everything, including a coach that knows the
Toppers have no limits in how far
they can go.
SEE HYPE, PAGE 10A

QB Jakes: 'We want
to get that win'
By JONATHAN LINTNER
sports@chherald.com

Western’s 68-49 loss
last weekend at North Texas was arguably the Toppers’ best shot at winning
this season.
The team also made it a
point to say the game was
their biggest heartbreak.
But according to redshirt freshman quarterback
Kawaun Jakes, the Toppers haven’t given up on
the season yet. Instead,
Jakes insisted that this Saturday’s game against Troy
is the best time to end the

team’s Football Bowl Sub- thing off the board and
division-leading 16-game said just win,” Santoro
losing streak.
said. “We’ve definitely
“We don’t want to lose struggled this year, espe21-20 and know we had a cially these past few Sun
chance,” Jakes said. “We Belt games. I think we’ve
want to actually get a vic- shown a lot of signs. We
tory. At Homecoming, just need to stay consistent
playing against Troy, the with it.”
best team in the Sun Belt,
Though Santoro has two
we want to get that win.”
more seasons of eligibility
Jakes said the goal for following this one, it’s the
the remainder of the sea- guys that will be sent off
son was to win out the after only four more games
final four games, a senti- that he said the defense
ment echoed by sopho- continues to draw motivaCODY DUTY/HERALD
more defensive back Mark tion from.
Redshirt freshman quarterback Kawaun Jakes collides with the North Texas defense during
Santoro.
the Toppers’ game against the Mean Green on Saturday.
“We’ve taken every- SEE WIN, PAGE 9A

